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Who we are

Possum Portraits is a registered health promotion charity, providing grief 
support services to bereaved parents after pregnancy and baby loss.

Founded in 2021, we support grieving families in the crucial acts of 
remembrance & commemoration by hand-drawing keepsake portraits of 
so-called “angel babies” free of charge. Our service is unique in Australia.

,Q�RXU�DIŴXHQW��UHVRXUFHIXO�QDWLRQ��
RYHU� �������� IDPLOLHV� VWLOO� VXIIHU�
SHULQDWDO�EHUHDYHPHQW�HDFK�\HDU��

:KDW�LV�PRUH��WKLV��VWDWLVWLF�KDV�QRW�
LPSURYHG�LQ�RYHU�WZR�GHFDGHV�

Every day in Australia,

• 6 babies are stillborn,
• 2 babies die as neonates
• and a miscarriage occurs 

every 3,5 minutes. 

2XU�PLVVLRQ�LV�WR�YDOLGDWH�SDUHQWVō�
JULHI� MRXUQH\V� DQG� KRQRXU� WKH�
H[LVWHQFH� RI� WKHLU� EDE\ōV� ŴHHWLQJ��
EXW� LPSDFWIXO� OLIH�� 7KLV� VLPSOH�
DFNQRZOHGJHPHQW�KHOSV�LPSURYH�
KHDOWK�RXWFRPHV�DIWHU�ORVV�

,Q����PRQWKV�ZH�KDYH�FRPSOHWHG�
DOPRVW� ���� SRUWUDLWV� IRU� SDUHQWV�
QDWLRQZLGH�

'LDJQRVHV�RI�YDULRXV�
$Q[LHW\�'LVRUGHUV�DQG�
&OLQLFDO�'HSUHVVLRQ

the Effects of Baby 
Loss may include:

�6RXUFH��$XVWUDOLDQ�,QVWLWXWH�RI�+HDOWK�DQG�:HOIDUH��
$,+:������

)HHOLQJV�RI�VKDPH��JXLOW�	�
LVRODWLRQ�VWHPPLQJ�IURP�D�
SHUVLVWHQW�VRFLDO�VWLJPD

'LDJQRVHV�RI�3RVW�7UDXPDWLF�
6WUHVV�'LVRUGHU��376'�

$���IROG�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�ULVN�
RI�VXLFLGH�IRU�ERWK�PRWKHUV�
DQG�IDWKHUV

3RRUHU�PHQWDO��VRFLR�
HPRWLRQDO�	�SK\VLFDO�KHDOWK�
RXWFRPHV

/RVV�RI�LQFRPH�GXH�WR�
SURORQJHG�VXIIHULQJ��
GHOD\LQJ�WKH�UHWXUQ�WR�ZRUN
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Current Projects

We would like to introduce three projects to you as contenders for 
receiving a donation through your fund.

2Q�WKH�IROORZLQJ�SDJHV��ZH�ZLOO�JR�LQWR�JUHDWHU�GHWDLO�DERXW�HDFK��%ULHŴ\��
the case for funding that distinguishes each project is as follows:

Memorial
Keepsake
Portraits

1

Case for
Funding

Memory-making 
is known to have 
a positive effect 

on wellbeing after 
loss. Keepsakes 

validate emotions 
and support the 
continued bond 
between parent 

and baby: a bond 
which persists 

emotionally, and 
QHHGV�WR�ƓQG�
expression to 

permit healing of 
trauma.

children’s 
book on 

grief & loss

2

The loss of a baby 
is also traumatic 
for siblings. We 

are developing a 
psychotherapeutic 

picture book on 
pregnancy and 
baby loss called 
“The House in 

Ollie’s Tummy”. It 
will help parents 

with existing 
children at the 

time of loss broach 
the topic and 
explain facts.

Healthcare 
research

study

3

Joint research 
in collaboration 
ZLWK�FRQƓUPHG�
partner Monash 

University seeks to 
establish memorial 

portraiture as a 
new bereavement 
care offering able 
to improve mental 
health outcomes 
after baby loss. 

Government 
funding of our 
service could 

follow publication.

Case for
Funding

Case for
Funding
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Bereavement keepsakes are known to have a positive effect on wellbeing 
and mental health after perinatal loss (Blood & Cacciatore, 2014).

Our memorial portraits support parents on their healing journey.
+HUH�DUH�VRPH�RI�WKH�EHQHƓWV�RXU�SRUWUDLWV�SURYLGH�IRU�JULHYLQJ�IDPLOLHV�

To soften congenital anomalies
$�GUDZLQJ�FDQ�YLVXDOO\�DWWHQXDWH�
ELUWK�GHIHFWV�DQG�DQ\�LQMXULHV�D�
EDE\�PD\�KDYH�VXVDLQHG�GXULQJ�
WKH�SURFHVV�RI�ODERXU�

As a commemorative gift
$�GUDZLQJ�LV�D�WKRXJKWIXO�ELUWK�RU�
GHDWK�DQQLYHUVDU\�JLIW��,W�VKRZV�
SDUHQWV�WKDW�WKHLU�FKLOG�KDV�QRW�
EHHQ�IRUJRWWHQ�

Chance for a family portrait
,I�SDUHQWV�KDYH�QR�SLFWXUHV�RI�
WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�WKHLU�EDE\��D�
GUDZLQJ�FDQ�FRPELQH�YDULRXV�
SKRWRJUDSKV�LQ�RQH�SRUWUDLW�

Salvaging faded photographs
)DGLQJ�DQJHO�EDE\�SKRWRV��WDNHQ�
ZLWK�SRODURLGV�\HDUV�RU�GHFDGHV�
DJR��JHW�D�QHZ�OHDVH�RI�OLIH�

Support on the Grief Journey
5HVHDUFK�VKRZV�PHPHQWRV�DUH�
KHOSIXO�IRU�SURFHVVLQJ�JULHI�DQG�
WKDW�WKH\�SURYLGH�FUXFLDO�HPRWLRQDO�
VXSSRUW�

Helpful for young siblings
3KRWRV�FDQ�EH�JUDSKLF�	�PD\�EH�
FRQIURQWLQJ��'UDZLQJV�WHQG�WR�EH�
PXFK�VRIWHU�DQG�PRUH�UHODWDEOH�
LPDJHV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�

Remove medical equipment
$�GUDZLQJ�FDQ�OHDYH�RXW�PHGLFDO�
DQG�OLIH�VXSSRUW�GHYLFHV�LQFOXGLQJ�
WXEHV��ZLUHV��PDFKLQHV��WDSH�DQG�
PRUH�

My Possum Portrait is 
something I can do to 
cherish Arnaud’s life - 
his 4 day old life.

It is something I will 
take to his resting 
place and show him, 
how wonderful he 
was.

“

“
- Audrey, Arnaud’s mum

Project 1: Keepsake Portraits
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$10,000
will provide

$5,000
will provide

$3,000
will provide

memorial keepsake portraits 
for 80 bereaved parents 
throughout Australia

memorial keepsake portraits 
for 40 bereaved parents in 
your state or territory

memorial keepsake portraits 
for 24 bereaved parents in 
your city or state

Chance for a sibling portrait
3DUHQWV�ZKR�VXIIHU�UHFXUUHQW�ORVVHV�
FDQ�IHDWXUH�EDELHV�IURP�VHSDUDWH�
SUHJQDQFLHV�WRJHWKHU�LQ�RQH�
SRUWUDLW�



Project 2: Children’s Picture book

The aim of our picture book “The House in Ollie’s Tummy” is to support 
parents to  navigate conversations on death & grief with their living children.

Crucially, our book contains childhood grief tips & resources for parents, 
ZULWWHQ�E\�JULHI�FRXQVHOORU�DQG�FHUWLƓHG�&KLOG�/LIH�6SHFLDOLVW�'U��.RULH�/HLJK�

Bereavement means 
learning to live 
with a powerful 
range of confusing 
DQG�FRQŴLFWLQJ�
emotions. Bottled 
up, these emotions 
can have damaging 
consequences in later 
life for the individual, 
their family and 
society.

“
“

- Childhood Wellbeing 
Research Centre, UK
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$10,000
will provide

$5,000
will provide

$3,000
will provide

1,000 free copies of “The 
House in Ollie’s Tummy” for 
maternity hospitals & libraries

500 take-home copies of “The 
House in Ollie’s Tummy” for 
bereaved Aussie families

300 copies of “The House 
in Ollie’s Tummy” for care 
providers in your state

&RSLQJ� ZLWK� EDE\� ORVV� LV� GLIƓFXOW�
HQRXJK�� %HLQJ� D� SDUHQW� WR� OLYLQJ�
FKLOG�UHQ�� ZKLOH� VWHHSHG� LQ� WKH� WKURHV�
RI�JULHI� LV�D�VLWXDWLRQ�QR�SDUHQW�VKRXOG�
KDYH�WR�QDYLJDWH�ZLWKRXW�VXSSRUW�

2XU�ERRN�ZLOO�KHOS�IDPLOLHV�LGHQWLI\�DQG�
QDPH�QHZ�DQG�FRQIXVLQJ�IHHOLQJV�� WDON�
DERXW�ZKDW�RFFXUUHG�LQ�DJH�DSSURSULDWH�
ODQJXDJH�DQG�JLYH�SDUHQWV�LQVLJKW�DQG�
UHVRXUFHV� IRU� VXSSRUWLQJ� WKHLU� FKLOG�
WKURXJK�JULHI��

'LVWULEXWHG�YLD�PDWHUQLW\�KRVSLWDOV�DQG�
SXEOLF�OLEUDULHV��SDUHQWV�ZLOO�UHWXUQ�KRPH�
IURP�KRVSLWDO�ZLWK�D�UHVRXUFH�LQ�KDQG�WKDW�
LV�DEOH�WR�VXSSRUW�WKHP�DQG�WKHLU�OLYLQJ�
FKLOGUHQ� IURP� WKH� YHU\� ƓUVW� KRXUV� DQG�
GD\V�DIWHU�ORVV��2SHQ�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�KHOS�
UHGXFH� WKH� OLNHOLKRRG� RI� EHUHDYHPHQW�
WUDXPD� DQG� DGYHUVH� GHYHORSPHQWDO�
RXWFRPHV�RFFXULQJ�LQ�FKLOGUHQ�ODWHU�RQ�



Anecdotal evidence in the shape of parent feedback and testimonials suggests 
that our memorial portraiture service is a promising new bereavement care 
offering in the Australian healthcare context.

Our study aims to corroborate that memorial portraits can improve health 
outcomes after loss and so attract (government) funding.

I will cherish this for 
my entire lifetime. I 
don’t have the words to 
express what this picture 
means to me.

“ “
- Catherine, Louis’s mum

I received my drawing 
in the mail the other day 
and it’s more beautiful 
than I ever imagined it 
would be. It’s so special 
to have a picture of Elijah 
that I can look at.

“

“

- Natasha, Elijah’s mum
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Project 3: healthcare Research

$10,000
will provide

ƓQDQFLQJ�WR�FRQGXFW�D�MRLQW�
research study with Monash 
University

$5,000
will provide

$3,000
will provide

open access publication of 
our study in a reputable, peer-
UHYLHZHG�DFDGPLF�MRXUQDO

85 hours of data evaluation 
& analysis conducted by a 
TXDOLƓHG�UHVHDUFK�DVVLVWDQW

/HDG� UHVHDUFKHUV� 'U�� /HYLWD� 'ō6RX]D�
DQG� 'U�� =RH� 0RUULV� DUH� ƓQDOLVLQJ� D�
VWXG\� GHVLJQ� ORRNLQJ� DW� WKH� HIIHFWV�
RI� RXU� PHPRULDO� NHHSVDNH� SRUWUDLWV�
RQ� JULHI� RXWFRPHV� LQ� PRWKHUV� DIWHU�
SHULQDWDO�EHUHDYHPHQW�

7R�JXDUG�DJDLQVW�FRQŴLFWV�RI� LQWHUHVW��
HWKLFDO� EHVW� SUDFWLFH� LQ� DFDGHPLF�
UHVHDUFK� VWURQJO\� GLVFRXUDJHV� WKH�
VHUYLFH�EHLQJ�HYDOXDWHG�IURP�IXQGLQJ�
LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�LQWR�LWV�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�

:H�DUH�VHHNLQJ�LQGHSHQGHQW�IXQGLQJ�
IRU�D�VWXG\� OHG�E\�0RQDVK�8QLYHUVLW\��
ZKRVH�DLP�LV�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�PHPRULDO�
SRUWUDLWXUH�DV�D�QHZ�EHUHDYHPHQW�FDUH�
LQVWUXPHQW�SRWHQWLDOO\�DEOH� WR�GHOLYHU�
FOLQLFDOO\� UHFRJQLVDEOH� DQG� LPSURYHG�
KHDOWK�RXWFRPHV�DIWHU�SHULQDWDO�ORVV�



Thank you for your 
really stupendous work. 
To see Karl and Edda 
together like this is a 
very special moment.

I am glad you exist and 
glad you offer such 
creative grief support 
for bereaved mothers 
and fathers. Thank
you!

“
“

- Thorsten, Karl & Edda’s dad



Theory of Change

Possum Portraits is endorsed as a 
deductible gift recipient (DGR1) charity.

This makes your donation to us
tax deductible.

By donating to Possum Portraits, you will 
improve the lives of bereaved Australian families 
living with baby loss.

Whether through investing in research, 
providing parents with bespoke bereavement 
keepsakes or by making grief support resources 
for families more easily and widely available: 
your contribution will result in positive change.

We are happy to facilitate allocation of your 
donation across our multiple projects if you wish.

When I received my 
Possum Portrait after 
all this time, it literally 
took my breath away! 
It’s gentle, subtle, 
beautiful, and somehow 
less confronting than 
a photo. I have let go 
of so much heartache, 
so much trauma. I feel 
complete.

“

“
- Dianne, bereaved of her stillborn 

daughter Rebecca in May 1990



Our Network

On this page you will see some of our project and referral partners, corporate donors and media collaborators. We look forward to working with you 
LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�DQG�GHOLYHULQJ�MRLQW�SURMHFWV��/HWōV�LPSURYH�KHDOWK�RXWFRPHV�IRU�SDUHQWV�IROORZLQJ�SUHJQDQF\�DQG�EDE\�ORVV�WRJHWKHU�

Corporate donors Trusts & 
Foundations

in the Media Project 
Partners

Referral 
Partners



Contact Us

Inquiries
/DULVVa Reinboth
info@possumportraits.org
+61 491 667 886

Website
www.possumportraits.org

ABN 25 327 978 344

Donations
Bank    Bendigo Bank
Account    185 758 752
BSB    633 000
Name    Possum Portraits Inc


